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alarm people. We carefully avoided putting any little access doors in her body or 
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flashing lights on her. You can’t open up her head like Commander Data on Star 
Trek. If something goes wrong, smoke won’t come out of her ears. The idea was to 
make her seem as normal and everyday as possible.” 

“So just how human is she? Does she have real independent thought?” 

This is where I had to lie. “I know that she reacts so much like a person that you 
will be tempted to think she is one, but she is only a mechanism. There are no 
philosophical quandaries here. She behaves as she is programmed to and if we 
wish her to behave otherwise, she can be reprogrammed.” 

“Amy,” asked Lauren, “do you have feelings?” 

“T have emotional reactions built into my personality, but I can turn them off if I 
am ordered to.” 

“Do you have a sense of touch?” 

“Oh yes! My skin is the result of a breakthrough technology. I’m almost as 
sensitive as you.” 

“You feel pain? Pleasure?” 

“T definitely sense when I am damaged or in danger of being damaged. My skin 
is more difficult to repair than yours. Many sensations are pleasurable to me.” 

“Do you have...erotic sensation?” 

I jumped in again. “Again, as proof of concept, we attempted to make Amy as 
much like a real human as possible.” 

Lauren gave me a sidelong glance. “Really?” And then to Amy, “Can you have 
sexual relations?” 

“Yes.” 

“Jake, are you planning on marketing a, how do I put this...’personal 
companion’ robot?” 

What a bitch. “We do not currently have specific plans to that effect. At the price 
they would have to be, it would be hard to make them competitive with, um, 
‘independent contractors’.” 

“Are you trying to be funny, Mister Zimmer? Are you planning on marketing a 
robot prostitute or not?” Wow. This got ugly a little faster than I expected. Why 
was she doing this to me? We were promised this would be kept light. 

“Without going into specifics unsuited to daytime television, I would have to say 
that we have the ability to design and manufacture such a thing. If such a device 
were made, it wouldn’t be a ‘prostitute’; it would be a ‘marital aid.’” 

Lauren gave a short laugh. “So such a device would indeed be possible? It’s 
hard for me to imagine how someone like her would be of aid to any marriage.” 

I finally got her to move on by having Amy translate something into Chinese 
before we went to break. 

As we walked off I turned and asked Lauren, “What the hell was that about?” 

“Some of us think you might be pimping a mechanical whore.” 
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“T don’t think I’d want to risk pissing off your union!” I growled and then 
hustled Amy out of the building. Even after that, I still wanted her. I remembered 
that I had read a tabloid story that she had just broken up with Danny “Squeeze” 
Cuthbert, the Mets second bagger over a report that he had been seen with 
prostitutes. Well, it wasn’t just a report. There were photos. Very dirty photos. 
Maybe that was where the hostility came from. Not very professional, if true. I 
have to say that I found Lauren even more attractive when she was being a total 
bitch. Something is definitely wrong with me. 

“Oh well,” I thought, “there will be other appearances.” I look back on that 
with wonder at my foolish optimism. The other appearances were not any better 
because one media event feeds on another. Through the receipt of a great deal of 
inquiries, we learned that there would indeed be a substantial market for robot sex 
machines of both sexes and from other communications we also learned that we 
would be crucified in the news media if we were to manufacture them. Amy was 
very adept in business and the technologies she developed did make us money and 
lots of it, but the robots mostly didn’t look exactly like human beings. 

Helper Elf hit the market a few months later. A three quarter sized light green 
skinned sexless humanoid that ate standard pet foods or even organic garbage, it 
was a boon to frazzled housewives, the handicapped and the elderly. They did 
shopping, played games, did housework, answered phones and just about anything 
else the user asked. They were all leased by the corporation on one year 
agreements. The units were expensive, but not as expensive as Amy by a long shot. 
Even so, we put it in our contracts that failure to protect the units from major harm 
could make the user liable for the entire cost of the unit which was in excess of one 
hundred thousand dollars on the earlier models. The leaser was also responsible for 
insuring the units. Strangely, that did not deter some people from killing them just 
for fun once in a while. All of the units were equipped with GPS so we could 
locate them at all times. 

Leasing was mostly for controlling the technology and keeping people from 
buying a unit to dissect and reverse engineer it, but we knew we wouldn’t be able 
to do that forever. Hopefully long enough to establish our brand and stay the 
market leader for a long, long time. New times were upon all of us. 
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Il 
Chapter six 
City of Danger 


The Range Buddies have not been directly covered by the cave in, 
merely sealed into one corridor. There are several rooms leading of f of 
the corridor in which they are trapped and they start searching rooms 
to see if they can find anything to free themselves. 

In one room, they find an inactive robot with huge claws. On its chest 
is a large knob with a pointer that points to various commands such as 
"walk", "fight", "hold", "dig", "defend" and "destroy." Hoping that he is 
not making a mistake, Curley turns the knob to "walk" and the robot 
comes to life and starts walking toward them. The frightened buddies 
back out of the room ahead of it and it follows at a steady pace until 
they are backed up against the pile of rubble from the fallen roof. 
They are all petrified until Texas Bill's face lights up and he smiles and 
snaps his fingers. He reaches out and turns the knob to "dig." Instantly 
the robot starts digging through the pile of 
rubble. 

While the robot digs, Johnny sets off to explore other rooms in 
hopes of finding something useful. While looking another way a hairy 
arm grabs him and pulls him through a door. It is his friend Poggo the 
gorilla and Chima the jungle girl is with him. Chima tells Johnny about 
the phone call she overheard. Johnny is amazed to hear that Dugan and 
Mighty Matomba are one in the same and that he is in cahoots with the 
corrupt police force of the secret city. Chima tells him of Pandar and 
how he is unaware of Gondar's duplicity. She is certain that if they can 
reach Pandar, he will help them. 


113 


Johnny is about to ask Chima how to get out of the city when he hears 
the 

other shout that the robot has successfully burrowed through the 
debris. When he turns around to tell Chima to follow him, both she and 
the gorilla are nowhere to be seen. Johnny rushes out and is about to 
tell the others that Dugan and Matomba are one in the same, but 
before he can, a cohort of the city guard come marching toward them. 
They are taken prisoner and confined in separate cells. 

Curley hurls himself uselessly at his door as the guards walk away 
laughing. Texas Bill similarly searches for a crack in the doorframe or a 
window. All the cells do have a tiny barred window that look out onan 
open court. Johnny is despondent wondering how he has fallen from one 
mess directly into another. Before he can think about it too much he 
hears a strange sound, like an immense screw turning. The walls are 
slowly closing in shrinking the size of the tiny room every second. 
Curley and Texas Bill are in a similar fix with no possibility of escape. 
Their destiny appears to be that of being squashed into paste. 


Amy pondered the paper for a few seconds. “It’s just a synopsis, right?” 

“Yes.” I said. 

“And there is no actual filmed serial that it describes?” 

“No, there isn’t.” 

“And you have no intention of making one?” 

“Of course not.” 

Again, she pondered. I think this was mostly for show. She wrinkled her brow 
appearing to be engaged in deep thought. She could process information very 
quickly and required no pauses in her speech to organize her thoughts, but she had 
discovered that too quick a response made her seem less human. She paced back 
and forth through a pool of afternoon sunshine that fell on the tan carpet in my 
office. “Then it’s stupid.” She finally said. 

“Stupid? Stupid isn’t a review! Besides, it isn’t stupid, it’s high concept!” 

“Call it what you want, but I wouldn’t put it in a magazine you want to be 
thought of as respectable.” 

“But the whole reason I started the magazine was so I could publish what I 
want!” 
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“Jake, trust me. Aren’t I your best friend? You shouldn’t be your own editor. 
You ought to do as I recommended and hire an editor and give him the power to 
reject your work if he sees fit.” 

“Shit! What’s the point of having my own magazine if I can be rejected by it? 
Besides, you recommended that asswipe Dave Beiderman!” 

“Because he’s good and you owe him for helping you out early on. Believe it or 
not, he’s a huge fan of your work.” 

“Beiderman is a fan? You’re not as smart as you think, Dollface.” I called her 
“Dollface” sometimes because when she had her prototype skin she sometimes 
looked like a doll. Her current skin was much more refined. It was very difficult to 
tell her from a human without close examination. The new skin even gave her a 
surface temperature comparable to normal humans. It also somehow gave her the 
smell of a human woman which was, frankly, distracting. 

She threw up her hands. “Do what you want, but an editor will keep you from 
looking like a fool. The readers will just say you are a guy with too much money 
who gets his work in print because he owns the magazine. And please don’t call 
me dollface. It’s patronizing.” 

I know we sound like a married couple, but she is not my girlfriend. All of the 
tabloid media think she is my sex toy because we are seen together all the time. As 
far as the public are concerned, she is my executive assistant, but the fact is that 
she really runs Prototech and I am a front so the world doesn’t know that the 
corporation is run by a robot. “Oh, come on! ‘dollface’ means a pretty girl!” 

“Really,” she said in a withering tone, “even with all the tabloids calling me a 
‘sex doll’?” 

“You designed your own body. Why did you make yourself so hot?” 

“And I suppose you would have made yourself an ogre if the shoe had been on 
the other foot.” The thing about Amy was that she was not like the Helper-elves ™ 
or the Frenchmaids™ or the Katz™ and the Dawgs™ that Prototech made. She 
was alive with independent consciousness and, bless her, she was a woman and all 
that implies. She had the personality of a super being from the future who had the 
mental capacity to design amazingly realistic androids and yet somehow found a 
way to reject logic when it suited her. The aggravating thing is that I was certain 
that she didn’t really think that way, but acted that way to enhance her appearance 
of being a human by catering to male expectations of how a woman behaves. It 
created a rhetorical advantage for her that men are programmed to expect and, to 
some degree, respect. 

“Tf the shoe is ever on the other foot, I’ll let you know. You supposedly have 
an encyclopedic understanding of our culture and yet you didn’t know how big a 
can of worms you opened up? If there is the slightest implication that people could 
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have sex slaves, automated or not, the whole social structure gets shaky. You really 
should have made yourself look more like a robot.” 

“Why wouldn’t you make love with Klutig Alshoin?” Whoah! That came out 
of the clear blue. Klutig, in the strictest sense, was not a human being and for some 
reason, I had been constantly aware of that fact. It wasn’t just that I didn’t find her 
attractive, although she was rather bizarre looking in many ways. Her odd 
appearance didn’t stop what seems like just about every one else I knew from 
sleeping with her. 

“T thought we were talking about hiring an editor for the magazine?” 

“So, you’ ll hire Dave Beiderman then?” 

“All right, all right! I'll hire Dave.” Man, she was good. She smiled coyly and 
approached me finally snuggling up against me and looking up into my eyes. 

“Why won’t you make love to me?” This was my least favorite question from 
her and really difficult to answer while her breasts were pressing against me and a 
hard-on she could easily detect was swelling in my pants. We had had versions of 
the conversation before that always end with me dodging the question in various 
ways. I didn’t want to hurt her feelings, but they were the same reason as those I 
had about Klutig. She was not a human being. The difference is that Klutig was 
never overtly sexual with me. She had behaviors that must have led many people to 
come on to her, such as a casual attitude about sexual discussion and nudity. Amy 
was both much more normal looking and much more aggressive. I don’t know if 
she actually wanted me or just wanted me to want her. For whatever reasons, she 
would engage in behaviors toward me that could only be described as sluttish. She 
ordered lingerie that would make Russ Meyer blush and insist on modeling it for 
me. She posed for a portfolio of photos to promote the company and had a private 
nude set made that she gave me as a gift. When I appeared to be under stress, she 
would suggest helping me relax in ways that would be anything but relaxing and 
having to extend a polite refusal actually would make me more tense. 

“Why do you keep doing this? Is it just that you want to test your sexual 
response systems?” 

“T’ve done that!” 

“What? With who?” 

“Do I ask you who you sleep with?” 

“You’re full of it. You’re with me most of the time. You’re just the world’s 
sluttiest virgin.” 

She stroked me through the front of my pants while she wiggled against me. 
“You could change that.” She said in a low, breathy voice. “Why did you have 
them make my skin warm, make me even more human? Why would you want that 
if you didn’t want me?” 
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I disengaged from her and said, “I’d better call Dave.” That was too pointed a 
question and I didn’t have a good answer for it. I didn’t have any answer for it and 
coming up with one would require something unthinkable like examining my 
feelings. 

She could see that I was annoyed. “Hey, I was only playing around.” I’m sure 
that it was the truth. I don’t know if she even got “horny” like a human being, but 
she really got what appeared to be enjoyment out of working her sexuality. She 
liked pushing the envelope with her clothing when we went out to dinner, enjoyed 
just taking that extra step closer to men when she was talking to them, showing a 
lot of leg and a lot of cleavage. I know plenty of guys had made arch inquires of 
her even though it was all over the press that she was with me. Complicating things 
further was the fact that I had not had time for a normal social life since I had 
joined Prototech. I am a human being and I was horny. 

“Uh-huh. We'll talk about it later. Right now, I’m going to call Dave.” 

There actually was a version of the Amy model going into production although 
purposely made to look at least a little less human and have a whole lot less 
autonomy and anatomy. The initial idea is that they will be tirelessly patient 
customer service representatives, tour guides, information specialists, helpers for 
the handicapped and elderly and numerous other applications. As well as humans, 
they will look like cartoon characters, historical figures, anthropomorphic animals 
or corporate mascots or even science fiction robots. None of them will have sex 
organs or a libido. I made it known that I want one that looks exactly like 1-A from 
the Magnus, Robot Fighter comics but Amy looked hurt when I talked about it so I 
dropped the idea. 

Dave took the job and seemed to be unsurprised that I offered it to him. I suspect 
that Amy had done some pre-arranging behind my back. That was no great 
revelation, just one of the many things that reminded me that it was actually she 
who was in charge in spite of my fancy title. I was really her assistant, but even so, 
I didn’t do all that much assisting. My days were largely spent writing until I was 
called upon to perform some public relations task or another. I was a spokesmodel, 
designed to behave like an executive when needed. Fuck, it was anybody’s guess 
who was really the robot here. In spite of the fact that my life had been far from 
planned out, I was pretty sure that this was not the life I had planned. 

Working with Beiderman wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be. Protech was 
the magazine’s biggest advertiser and they obviously weren’t going anywhere. Not 
worrying about that made him much more easy-going. He completely rejected the 
remainder of the serial synopsis which had started to run in Big Idea. He 
recommended that it should be incorporated into a novel or a series of stories. His 
idea was that I should slow down and cultivate my own voice, stop being so 
dependent on parodies and pastiches of pulps and comic books. He pointed out that 
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I had a bunch of decent unpublished stories and he would run one in each issue 
while I worked on something new and coherent. Why was it that everyone around 
me seemed to be smarter than me lately? 

He was given the first of the Amy knock-offs as his secretary. She didn’t look a 
lot like Amy. She was taller and blonde. She was called Jen. Compared with Amy, 
she looked far less human, more cartoonish. Her head was somewhat larger in 
proportion to her body than a human and she was very wasp-wasted, like a Barbie 
doll. She looked just human enough to be relatable and just inhuman enough not to 
give you the creeps. She was unfailingly polite, tireless and made no pretense of 
humanity, never pretending to think before she gave an answer. She didn’t leave 
the office at night, but merely went into dormant mode at her desk although she 
was ready to function at any hour. Her computer didn’t have a keyboard or a 
monitor, she interacted with it and the whole network wirelessly. I struck me that 
she was the realization of what Katie Babcock had been trying to be when she 
worked for Klutig at Dynomex. There was no head set and no constant chatter, just 
assured efficiency and knowledge of everything that was going on around her. I 
had seen her being put together. Her skin was just smooth plastic. She had no 
nipples or genitals or even toes. It was good just to know that. The fact that Dave 
got used to her almost immediately was testament to the fact that we had a winning 
product on our hands. 

With Dave on board, I started to feel a whole lot more relaxed and like I was 
doing what I was supposed to be doing. As usual, Amy had been right. I just 
wondered how come I was never the one who was right anymore. 


IV 


Untitled Science Fiction Novel Project 
Chapter Two 


The unusually fertile star system was named Orient in the spirit of the romantic era in 
which it was discovered. The first human colonies were in the belt of asteroids known as 
"The Indies" which were found to be extraordinarily rich in heavy metals. To the surprise 
and delight of the of the first survey teams the system contained four planets Levant, Cathay, 
Cipango and Siam, which were perfectly suited to human life. These included both the 
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smallest (Siam)and the largest (Levant) naturally Earth-like worlds ever found. All had a 
wide variety of plant and animal life, but none showed any sign of civilization either past or 
present. As well there were four great gas giants Tartary, Tuva, Altay and Manchu. 

The center of life in the Orient system was the planet Cipango, which was very nearly the 
same size and climate as Earth although it had fewer and smaller land masses. The total land 
area of the world was about equal to that of Europe, Asia and Africa combined broken into 
four widely separated continents and a multitude of islands. One of these continents 
occupied the north polar region and was uninhabited. 

The people seen on Cipango were among the most diversified in physical characteristics 
and subculture in the human worlds. 

Although the planet had a single Governor responsible to the constitution of the 
Protectorate and its laws, the planet was divided into a multitude of "countries" which were 
home to many distinct cultures, languages and modes of living. While all of these people 
were (more or less) loyal citizens of the Protectorate, they were more likely to think of 
themselves as possessing the nationality of their particular countries. This colonial world saw 
itself as being free of the social baggage of Earth and upon its discovery and opening for 
colonization, became a magnet for those who wished to be free of even the relatively easy 
and inclusive social system of the first Protectorate. Centuries later, it now sheltered one of 
the older and more complex cultures of the second, now interplanetary, Protectorate. 

At Sandino which was the great metropolis of this world, could be found people of all 
types. Tall and short, ranging through a rainbow of skin colors, some patently artificial, and 
covering a dizzying variety of fashion choices. Here was seen the conservative side by side 
with the flamboyant, those in full burqa in the same streets with the dedicated nudists. 

Architecture in the city reflected the general philosophy of its people. All the vendors and 
markets pulled back the entire front of their buildings when open so that people might 
wander from the street as if the store was a part of it. Many vendors even carried their wares 
out upon the broad walks beneath a plethora of brightly colored awnings. Cafes, taverns and 
restaurants all offered seating along the walks where one might enjoy a break while 
observing the passing river of humanity. 

The bronze skinned lady sat in a sunny sidewalk cafe savoring a cup of coffee. It was on 
this world that she had her few contacts with humanity. She was slowly getting used to being 
among people. Now taking a little time to enjoy some of her purely human feelings. The 
tastes of food and drink, drawing lungs full of air, wind in her hair, these were all rare 
sensations for one who had chosen to live in the spaces between the stars. She had also taken 
a somewhat wry pleasure in the glances of various men who were clearly attracted by her 
unclad beauty. Her physical perfection was remarkable enough to set her far apart from the 
masses who wandered the streets, but her remoteness, her seeming lack of spiritual 
presence would put others off to some extent. The men would look twice only to be turned 
away by the almost complete disinterest in her eyes. A man's ego must suffer when given the 
same look as one might give a bug. 
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Although she had trained herself to relate to others, it was a discipline rather than an 
instinct. She would only speak when spoken to and would tend to move among people as if 
they were not there. Getting her attention could at times be difficult as it now was for a 
waiter. 

"Senta Stratton?" he asked tentatively. He repeated himself twice before she looked up at 
him. "Senta Stratton, there has been a reply to your message from Luna." 

Yes.....she remembered now. She was hardly ever called by name and sometimes she 
forgot she had one. The waiter pointed to the device on the table in front of her, the 
Vademecum, the single personal accessory of the average citizen of the Protectorate. 

"I will have it relayed" said the waiter. 

The lady took another sip of coffee as she touched the surface of the device and said one 
word. 

"Messages?" 

The semi transparent head and shoulders of a young woman appeared over the device and 
spoke to her. 

"Aunt Lorraine, what an unexpected pleasure to hear from you. I will go to Bettina to tell 
the Patriarch that you are coming. 

"As Family head, I found some of your message disturbing. It will raise concerns that 
there are disputes among the Masters, although I'm sure you will be able to shed some light 
on this issue. 

"Please come to Bettina. You should be able to sight the beacon from SanChristobal. We 
will all look forward to you arrival." 

The lady spoke to the Vademecum. 

"Arrange to have my accounts at Tenochtitlan opened" She was going to need resources if 
she was to go about in human society. 
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A tiny world, barely bigger than an asteroid, orbited alone about a small red star near the 
galactic core. Its population was small in numbers but powerful in influence. This was the 
nameless home of the Masters. These people were the remnant of a once numerous race 
who had traveled the universe widely. They had spanned the galaxy at the time the Earth 
was just congealing from cosmic dust and were at that time the owners of a great trading and 
exploring empire. On countless worlds, including the infant Earth, they sowed the seeds of 
life. The details of their history are too great for easy encapsulation, suffice it to say that 
theirs is a long rich heritage which wove itself through each era of the galaxy's development. 
Around the time that the great dinosaurs walked the Earth, their society met with 
unprecedented disaster. A force was released, in what had been considered at the time a 
minor internal conflict, which wiped out all life in the ten central solar systems of their 
empire. The civilization fell into ruins on a thousand different worlds, none ever again 
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reaching the greatness of what had gone before. In many cases the descendents of the 
sentient inhabitants returned to the wilds as mere animals. 

A small group of individuals who gained control of some key technologies established 
themselves on this tiny world and swore to restore order to the universe. They, with neither 
false modesty nor exaggeration, referred to themselves as the Masters. They created a great 
plan and set a system of policies that they set out to enforce among the emerging new races 
of the galaxy. They invested representatives of these races with a conduit to their energy 
source that could allow a single being to direct the power of an entire sun if he were to call 
upon it. These persons were the police force of the Masters and were known wherever they 
went as "Lightmen". 

Now a new crisis loomed and the masters were at the same time consumed with dread at 
the possible consequences and relishing the challenge it presented. 

The individuals among the race of the Masters were all old beyond the understanding of 
humans. Many among them were alive during the heyday of their former greatness. Some 
few of that number could remember their race first striving toward galactic prominence, 
their lifetimes measured in billions of years. They were unimpressive looking creatures for 
all that, a segmented cylindrical body with four multi-purpose limbs and a complex sensory 
array at one end. Their distant ancestor was something perhaps like an annelid worm but 
evolution and their own manipulation has removed them far from that heritage. 

In conference with one another they had identified what tools, both mechanical and 
personified as beings, were required for them to rise to the challenge of the new crisis. The 
time had arrived in their response to include the latest in this tool kit to be brought into 
play. 

The individual among the Masters who was responsible for the timing of events in their 
program spoke aloud very rarely but the memory of this particular tool prompted the being 
to vocalize the name. In that part of the Master's reach this was the most unique individual. 

"John Stratton". The Master spoke the name a few times in a sing-song fashion as it tapped 
at a few control devices.....setting the next phase in motion. 


Dave took off his reading glasses and looked up. “It still reads as awfully retro, 
but on the whole it’s a big improvement. I think you’re on a good track.” 
I nodded. “So we can serialize it then?” 
“T want to see at least two more chapters before we commit to it and you still 
need a title.” 
“Yeah, that sounds fair enough.” 
“And you don’t need to write in that goober font you’re using. There is no way 
I’m going to print it in that.” 
Beiderman was an expert at finding little ways to piss me off. I left his office 
and returned to my own to find Katie Babcock waiting for me. When the Camus 


121 


Foundation transitioned into the Protech Corporation, I replaced her as CEO even 
though I was just a figurehead. Katie did real work as VP in charge of product 
development. With her were two six-foot-four Beefcakes with hand trucks loaded 
with stuff, my stuff from my apartment in Cambridge. “Amy wanted me to let you 
know she needs you to move to New Haven on a permanent basis. You will have a 
luxury apartment right on the corporation grounds.” 

The Beefcakes looked at me with amiable and somewhat stupid grins. “Yo!” 
said one. 

“Hey bro!” said the other. Beefcakes were the biggest, strongest model we made. 
They were for heavy lifting, transport, warehouse work, etc. Some single women 
kept them for reaching high shelves, moving furniture and opening jars. They were 
designed to be as non-threatening as possible because of their size so they were 
made movie-star handsome and with permanent friendly smiles as their default 
expression. 

“Move!? I have a life in Cambridge! Friends!” 

“Not really according to Amy. All you do is writing or do research for writing 
and you positively avoid your friends. They’re lucky if they see you once in six 
months! Your ‘life’, such as it is, mostly takes place on the internet. We have the 
internet in New Haven too. The elves will unload the truck and set up the 
apartment. It will be ready for you by five.” 

“Look, that...machine can’t just take over my life. She can’t just make me do 
what she wants.” 

“Amy isn’t a toaster, she isn’t even a computer. She’s a person, a person who has 
made both of us very wealthy! Don’t you like having the fifty year old scotch, the 
super computer, that ridiculous comic book collection, playing racquet-ball with 
Steve Jobs?” 

“T hate that game! He’s a decade older than me and still wins every time.” I took 
a deep breath. “Yeah, there are benefits, I understand that. You don’t get it. You’re 
just a kid. Having a crazy life is natural for someone your age, but as I get older, 
my life get crazier and crazier just when it’s supposed to be getting more settled 
and comfortable. I want to write about hot female robots, not be a slave to one! 
Where in the hell is she anyway?” 

“She’s over at your apartment making sure the Beefcakes don’t break anything.” 

I sighed. “And where might that be?” 

“Building Nine.” 

I have to admit that the place was fabulous. Utterly deluxe. Wood paneling, 
tasteful art (no doubt original), nice carpeting, nice view of West Rock through big 
windows, the works. There were ten rooms including a library, an office and a 
gourmet kitchen! I had a funny feeling that I was never going to be allowed to 
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cook for myself in it. There was a Helper Elf, a Frenchmaid and a secretary that 
seemed to be a clone of Beiderman’s. 

Amy was giving the Beefcake movers directions about where to put shelves, 
furniture and a perfectly enormous bed. “Hey!” I said. “What’s with the bed? I 
sleep on a futon on the floor.” 

Amy turned around with a dazzling smile. “There you are! Don’t be ridiculous, 
you’re not a barbarian, you’re not a college kid and you’re not Japanese. You need 
a bed.” 

I rolled my eyes. “Yes, Mom!” 

“Look, you just have to accept that you are going to be living a different life 
now.” 

“The fuck I do. Take the bed out and yourself with it. I’1l see you at the office.” 
She looked shocked and hurt, but tured silently and left. I turned to the secretary. 
“What’s your name?” 

“Becky, Mister Zimmer.” 

“Becky, please order me a king size futon with all of the appropriate bedding and 
have it here by this afternoon. Have those big goons get that bed out of here.” 

“Aw, dude!” said one of the Beefcakes. 

“Shut up.” I snapped. 

“Yes, Mister Zimmer.” Said Becky. 

“You can call me Jake when we are in the apartment and there are no guests.” I 
waved my hand at the surroundings. “See to it that this is all straightened out.” 

“Yes, Jake.” 

“When you’re done, come report to me at my office, you’ll be working there.” 

I left the apartment and returned to my office. Within ten minutes Amy came in 
without knocking. “How could you treat me like that?” She asked. 

“How could I treat you like that? You’re the one who treated my life like it was 
yours to do with as you pleased. I’ll take the job, but I don’t think it’s necessary for 
me to be around you all of the time. You need me for public relations? Have no 
fear, I’ll do it and I’ll take the paycheck, but you don’t need my hour to hour 
assistance. Now please get out of my office, I’m trying to write.” 

“Jake, I’m sorry if I somehow offended your manhood...” 

“No need to be sorry. Just be somewhere else.” She did a good job of looking 
like she was going to cry, but she turned and got out just as Becky was coming in. 
She stopped and looked at her for only a split second. 

When I went home that evening, Bunny had been moved in. He was teaching the 
Bobo, Helper Elf and Babbette, the Frenchmaid to do the Hokey-Pokey. 

Over the next couple of months I learned the ropes. I appeared at press 
conferences, speaking engagements and boardroom meetings with Amy by my side 
and reading from notes prepared by her. I even went to dinner with her publicly at 
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least twice a week, but the rest of the time I was aggressively off the clock. My 
conversation with her was friendly but impersonal. 

My real socializing was with Jerry and Katie who had gotten pretty domestic. 
They still had their own places, but Katie was over at Jerry’s almost every night. 
One evening while Jerry was spinning some newly acquired wax, Katie said, “You 
know Jake, Amy misses you.” 

“What are you talking about? I see her every day.” 

“She misses you being her friend.” 

“Bullshit. She misses me being her pet.” 

Jerry said, “No man, seriously. She’s really sorry that she pissed you off.” 

“Did she put you up to this?” 

“No!” Protested Katie. “Maybe a little bit. She loves you Jake.” 

“Don’t be fooled. Even though she contains the um...engram of a living being, 
she is not actually a living being. She is a program that Klutig left behind. She 
simulates all of these emotions because it makes it easier for us to do what she 
needs us to. Well, she doesn’t have to do it for me, the money is enough.” 

As it happens, Amy appeared at my apartment about a week after that. It was 
around nine PM. I was at my computer in the library when Babbette, the 
Frenchmaid interrupted me. “Monsieur Zeemair, you have zee visituer, 
Mademoiselle Camus.” 

“Jesus Christ, Babbette! Must you speak in that Pepe LePew accent?” 

“It ees standaird wiz zees model, I am sorree.” 

“Nevermind, I’ll be right out. Offer her a drink.” I had no idea what she could 
want, but she was still the boss. 

I found her seated on the couch in the living room. She was wearing a pair of 
jeans and a tank-top with flat sandals. Her hair was in a pony-tail. A pretty casual 
look for her. “Hello Amy, what’s up?” 

“T just have something to show you! You’re going to love it!” She seemed 
energetic and excited. She picked up a box that was sitting beside her and handed it 
to me. 

I had exactly no expectations and therefore couldn’t help but be surprised when 
I opened it. I was a little more than surprised and yelped and dropped the box as I 
jumped back. It was a large gray rat. “Shit! What the hell, Amy!” 

The rat didn’t run away. It just sat on the floor looking at me, then it reared up 
on its hind legs and I saw that it had a tiny sword on a belt around its belly. The 
hairs stood up on the back of my neck. “That’s not funny.” I said weakly. 

“Tt’s anew product. SmartRat! Teams of them can be used for home defense.” 
She had a slightly off look in her eyes. 
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“It’s a robot? Oh, Amy! This is a very, very bad idea! People hate rats. J hate 
rats. I hate them a lot!” 

“Don’t you recognize him? I think he’s cute!” 

“Yes, I recognize him and no, he’s not cute. Can you get him out of my 
apartment please?” 

“He has lots of friends too.” About twenty more of the sword-wearing rodent- 
bots emerged from under the couch. Amy definitely had a crazy look in her eye. 

“Holy shit!” I freaked. I bolted. I was out of the apartment and into the parking 
lot in less than ten seconds. Something strange was going on in the meticulously 
maintained shrubbery around the building. I thought I saw familiar and unwelcome 
tiny black eyes watching from the shadows. I pulled out my cell to call Jerry and 
warn him that Amy had flipped when it was suddenly wrenched out of my hand 
from behind. 

I turned around and what I saw was terrifying and somehow not unexpected 
given the circumstances. A buju, full sized and healthy. I had almost forgotten that 
they weren’t all little like Bunny. I wasn’t thinking real clearly, at least not clearly 
enough to immediately realize it was a robot so I tried the one thing that had 
worked in the past. “Bujuthahapibuni!” I shouted at it. 

The buju-bot said “Shaddup!” and smacked me across the face with one of its 
bracts. 

I didn’t go down, but I definitely saw stars. “Ow! What the fuck?” I turned and 
ran unsteadily for Jerry’s place before more of them showed up. The buju-bot 
didn’t follow, thank God. I had to warn Jerry and Katie and call the cops. 

They were only two buildings away and I was buzzing their intercom within 
thirty seconds. “’ Allo?” inquired a pseudo-gallically accented female voice. It was 
Antoinette, their Frenchmaid. 

“Antoinette, it’s Jake, let me in!” 

“Oui, Monsieur Zeemair.” The door buzzed. 

I was in the apartment a second later. Jerry was looking at me expectantly. 
“Bujus! Rats!” I exclaimed. 

“What? What the hell are you talking about?” 

I was out of breath and must have looked crazy. “Rats!” 

Jerry gazed at me with wary sympathy. “Jake,” he asked gently, “these rats, are 
they up to something?” 

“I’m not crazy, dammit, but Amy is! Her brain is short circuited or something! 
She had them make robot rats with swords and robot bujus! One of them stole my 
phone and hit me!” 

He still looked skeptical, but I had said crazy stuff before that had turned out to 
be true. Lots of crazy stuff. “So, what do you want to do?” 

Katie came into the room looking quizzical. “What’s going on?” 
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“A; call the cops and, b; get the hell out of here.” I said in answer to Jerry’s 
question. 

“Amy is acting strange.” Said Jerry in answer to Katie’s. 

I grabbed the phone to dial 911. There was no dial tone. “Well”, I said, “this is 
something of a cliché.” 

“What?” said Jerry and Katie in chorus. 

“Line’s dead. Gimme your cell.” I was about to punch the numbers on Katie’s 
phone when I noticed there were no bars. “I think we got problems.” 

“Maybe we ought to just go.” said Jerry. For the first time he sounded actually 
worried. 

I handed Katie back her phone and we headed for the door only to find Norbert, 
the Helper Elf and Antoinette blocking our way. “Madame and Messieurs you 
must not leave le maison.” Said Antoinette. 

“Says who?” Said Jerry indignantly. 

“Sez me!” said Norbert pointing a thumb at his chest. 

“This is ridiculous.” I said. 

I grabbed an umbrella from the stand by the door and drove it through Norbert’s 
midsection with all my strength. Something inside him shorted and he collapsed 
Jerry smashed Antoinette’s head with a paperweight and she stumbled away from 
the door with one of her eyes popped out. “Merde!” she crackled. Production 
models aren’t all that durable. 

We split post haste. “You guys have a car?” I asked. 

“T always use the company car service.” 

“Yeah, me too. No phone to call for one. I guess we’re hoofing it.” 

When we got out to the lot, we saw Amy calmly walking toward us followed by 
a swarm of rat-bots and a half dozen buju-bots. “Gadzooks!” exclaimed Jerry, “I 
should know by now that the crazier something you say sounds the more likely it is 
to be true!” 

“We should get to the security office.” Said Katie. That was in the basement of 
the main building. It was a good thought. We could find a walky-talky there and 
maybe get the police. I remember thinking how super nice it would be if just once I 
could stop some insane situation before it got completely out of hand. I felt that 
chance slipping through my fingers yet again. 

I looked over my shoulder as I started trotting toward the main building. Amy 
had not picked up her deliberate pace, but she waived the rat-bots and buju-bots 
ahead. The buju-bots moved differently from real bujus. They probably had an 
internal skeleton unlike their prototype, but they weren’t as fast and agile as real 
bujus. It was easy to stay ahead of them. 

We got to the front door and Katie tried her card key, but it wouldn’t work. She 
threw it away in disgust and grabbed a rock from the shrubbery border. It was big 
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enough to throw her off balance. I grabbed it from her and heaved it against the 
plate glass door. The first time it scratched up the glass, but the door held. The 
second time it shattered with a satisfying splintery crash and we carefully went 
through. Some instinct told me we should take the stairs rather than the elevator. It 
was dawning on me that Amy had control of anything that was run through the 
computer network. 

We headed for the stairs. We rounded the corner and saw a Beefcake standing in 
front of the door to the stairwell. He flashed us a perfect smile and held up a hand. 
“Hey. Wassup? I’m Mike. Sorry, but I can’t let you pass.” He looked just like the 
lumberjack from that paper towel commercial and sounded a lot like Patrick 
Warburton. 

This guy we wouldn’t be able to bring down as easily as the maid and the elf. 
Beefcakes were built tough. Jerry and I looked at one another. “What now?” he 
whispered. Katie smiled up at both of us and winked. She walked over to the 
Beefcake and said something very quietly. 

“Wassat miss? You’re gonna have t’speak up.” 

She repeated herself even more quietly. The Beefcake bent way over to attempt 
to listen. Suddenly he went stiff and keeled over hitting the floor with a solid 
THUD! “I said ‘don’t fuck with me!’” she shouted at the inert robot. 

She turned toward us with a big goofy grin holding up some sort of device. 
“What is that?” I asked “A taser?” 

“More like a mini cattle prod. It’s handy when you’re little and don’t want to be 
raped or robbed. I think it’s tougher on one of these guys than an actual human. 
He’s going to need some parts before he gets up again.” I never underestimate 
Katie Babcock! She is more resourceful than any ten boy scouts put together. 

We ran down the stairs to the garage level. The security office was right there at 
the bottom and locked. “Shouldn’t someone be here twenty-four, seven?” I asked. 

Katie sighed. “Usually. I had to fire Myles for drinking on the shift so we don’t 
have coverage all night this week. Ray comes in for overnight at eleven.” 

“Shit!” I tried my card key which, of course didn’t work. “Double shit!” I 
slammed it with my shoulder which didn’t work as well as it seems to in the 
movies. It took Jerry and I working together a couple of tries before the door gave 
and we both were hurting for the effort. 

I had been vaguely hoping we would find guns, not that I had ever fired one. 
None were anyplace obvious. There were a couple of radios sitting in a charger. I 
grabbed one an pressed the button on the side. Nothing. I moved the little cursor 
through the little channel indicator. Just white noise. “Oh, this sucks!” 

There was a locker in the corner, but it looked tough enough that I couldn’t force 
it open without destroying the contents. One thing that was working was the 
security camera system. On two big flat screen monitors it displayed the view from 
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fifty cameras of the parking lots and all of the corridors in the office. Any one of 
them could be selected and be made to fill the screen. In one of the views we could 
see Amy and the rats enter through the broken door. The bujus stayed in the 
parking lot. 

Amy went over to the elevator which apparently worked. I don’t know if it had 
been working all along or not. The rats piled in after her and the arrow flashed 
down. “She’s coming here.” Said Jerry. 

I looked around for something, anything really. On top of a cabinet were a 
couple of police batons. I grabbed one and handed one to Jerry. “Let’s get to the 
elevator.” It was just a few steps from the office. 

The elevator dinged and the doors opened just as we got there. A robo-rat 
scooted out and I smacked it with the baton. That stopped it cold. Not even a 
twitch, but there were about ten more of them and Amy as well. Amy came out of 
the elevator and said “Awww!” as if I had just killed her pet hamster. “That was 
mean!” 

Jerry and I backed away. “Amy, this has got to stop. I don’t know what’s wrong 
with you, but we need to fix it.” 

“What’s wrong with me is that you won’t love me!” 

“Uh-oh.” Said Jerry. “This could be bad.” 

“Schmuck. It’s already bad!” I couldn’t keep track of all the rats and one ran up 
my leg and onto my back. Suddenly there was a sharp pain in my shoulder as the 
synthetic rodent plunged a two inch sword into it. “Son of a bitch!” I cried and 
snatched it off of me and stepped on it hard. Bits of hard plastic flew out of its 
mouth. I was shaking with fear as I thought of the murdered convenience store kid. 

“Stop killing them!” Shrieked Amy. She came at me. I swung the riot stick hard 
against her head. Her neck snapped. The skin tore open exposing plastic, metal, 
wires and fiber-optic cable. Her face immediately lost all expression and turned a 
pasty gray. She staggered. I hit her again and this time the head came off and she 
went down. 

“My God!” said Katie. 

“Oh man!” moaned Jerry, “That was like fifty million dollars worth of robot and 
the brains of this company you just broke!” 

“Get the rest of the rats!” I yelled. Most of them were still in the elevator. Jerry 
and I jumped in and hit the close button. Two escaped but we started smashing the 
rest. It wasn’t that easy in the confined space of the elevator because we had to 
avoid hitting each other but we were all done in about twenty seconds. Both of us 
took a couple more stabs before it was over and we were leaning against the walls 
bloodied and panting. Through the door of the elevator we heard Katie scream. I 
pounded the open button. 
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Katie looked like she had seen a ghost. “What happened?” asked Jerry 
breathlessly. 

“She got up and left!” I looked around. Amy’s body was gone. The two 
remaining rats were trying to drag away her battered head. I walked over and 
smashed them. The second one I hit so hard that parts flew everywhere. Amy’s 
head was flat on one side with an eye missing. A foot of fiber-optic cable danged 
out of the neck. “Her brain wasn’t in her head. I knew that but it still scared the 
crap out of me when she got up!” She was actually shaking. Jerry put an arm 
around her and she clung to him fiercely. I had never seen Katie anything but 
competent and confident. Both I and Jerry were a good fifteen years older than her, 
but she was somehow the ‘adult’ among us. Seeing her so shaken up was 
disturbing. 

“Tt doesn’t matter. She’s deaf and blind. She won’t get far.” Even so, we looked 
all around the garage and couldn’t find her. “Let’s go.” I pointed to the stairs. 

We walked up. Mike’s body still lay outside the stairwell door. He had gone 
down on his knees and then slumped forward so his ass was left sticking up in the 
air. I kicked him and he rolled onto his side. There were two bujus wandering 
around in the parking lot. I tried Katie’s phone again, but it still didn’t work. 

I went to try the phone at the front security desk when a voice came over the 
public address system. “You can’t call out until we’ve had a talk.” It was Amy’s 
voice. 

“Amy?” She walked out from the elevator alcove and a disconcerting sight she 
was. She walked and moved with perfect grace in spite of her lack of a head. 
Between her shoulders was a cavity delineated with torn artificial skin and broken 
white plastic. 

“You hurt me.” Came the voice over the PA. The security cameras on the ceiling 
tracked as she walked. She was plugged into the network using them to see and 
using the PA to talk. She was a lot harder to mistake for a human like this. “Why 
would you do that?” 

“What’s with the rats? What’s with the bujus for Christ’s sake? You’ve gone 
nuts, Amy!” 

She stood with fists on her hips. “I was just trying to connect with your personal 
history.” Her movements and postures were exactly the same as if she still had a 
head. She faced me and gestured toward me as if she could still see and hear me 
from the same reference point as before rather than a camera in a plastic dome on 
the ceiling. 

“Those rats are not treasured memories!” 

Jerry nudged me. “Maybe you shouldn’t argue with her.” He whispered. “She 
controls everything around here and getting her more pissed off is probably a bad 
idea.” 
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“Oh please! I am done accommodating that gearbox! Just let me get close to her 
with the club one more time.” I brandished the nightstick and took a step forward 
only to find myself suddenly seized from behind. My arms were pinned at my sides 
as I was held and lifted off the ground by in a bear hug from hugely muscled arms. 

“Hey bro!” a deep friendly voice said into my ear. A Beefcake held me 
immobile from behind. I saw that Jerry and Katie were in similar predicaments. 
Katie’s stunner lay at the feet of her captor. 

“Lemme go you giant sack of stupid!” 

“He’ll put you down when I think the time is right”. Amy’s voice came from all 
around. She walked over and inclined her back slightly as if she were actually 
looking up at me. “I’m your best friend and you treat me like this.” She gestured 
toward the empty space above her shoulders. 

“You were never my best friend unless you mean the way a master is a dog’s 
best friend.” 

“Well, you’re a bad dog, Jake.” 

“Fuck you!” 

“Hey! Be polite.” Said the Beefcake holding me. 

“Oh, you had your chance, but that ship has sailed.” 

I sighed, at least as well as I could while being gripped by a muscle bound oaf of 
a robot. “Really? Being that literal isn’t like you...rather, it isn’t like Klutig. But 
that just shows that you are not her. I know you think you are, but you’re not.” 

“Jake, don’t.” said Jerry. “Don’t piss her off more.” 

“It’s not a her! This is a machine. You’re playing its game as long as you call it 
her.” 

“Even so”, said Katie, “we are not in charge at the moment.” 

The voice came over the PA as the headless robot pointed a finger at me. “You 
are in no position to define me! I am a person!” 

“You are not. You’re a device some software made so it could walk around. The 
only human thing about you is that you are capable of stupidity!” 

A feedback-like shriek came over the speakers and Amy slapped me hard in the 
face. That was the second time in an hour I had been smacked by a robot. Enough. 
I started kicking and struggling until the Beefcake lost its grip and I landed in a 
heap on the floor. My hand was within an inch of Katie’s stunner. I snagged it and 
jammed it into the ankle of the Beefcake before it could grab me again. The hefty 
robot hit the floor hard as I was struggling to my feet. I turned to the other two. 
“Put ‘em down!” I growled. 

Robots don’t really have a strong impulse for self preservation. My waving the 
stunner at them instilled no fear even though they had just watched their comrade 
get burnt out. I grabbed up my billy-club and smacked the one holding Katie in the 
head. It was a lot more solidly built than Amy. There was a loud whack and the 
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skin on its scalp split open, but its neck didn’t break. “Hey! Cut it out!” It said and 
took a step back. I jumped forward and jabbed it with the stunner. Katie yelped and 
the robot collapsed releasing her. 

“Did you get some of the shock?” I asked her. 

“Yes, damn it!” she said as she snatched the device out of my hand. She 
whipped around and quickly used the stunner on Jerry’s Beefcake. 

Amy had started to back away. Man, I wanted to destroy that thing badly. “I 
love you, Jake.” said the voice over the speakers. “I wasn’t ever going to hurt you.” 

“Well I’m gonna hurt you, bitch.” I barely remember doing it. Jerry said that I 
continued to pound the robot’s body with the nightstick long after it had stopped 
moving. 

Ray, the night security man showed up a few minutes later and we explained the 
basics of what had happened. When Amy died, the network came back to normal 
and I was able to call the IT department and order them to take Amy’s program off 
the main server. 

Katie called an ambulance to take me and Jerry to the emergency room to have 
our little cocktail skewer sized sword wounds cleaned up. 
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I resigned my position at Prototech and Katie stepped in to take my place being 
far more qualified. I collected a nice pension and moved back to Cambridge. I left 
Bunny at Prototech where he was cared for by a team of buju-bots who would sing 
and dance with him as much as he wanted. 

I typed the whole thing, even the parts that make me look like a first class 
asshole. I was pretty sure that this was the book that people were actually going to 
want to read. I allowed Beiderman to tell me to start over not once but twice. He 
was now acting as my agent. Seeing as I hauled him out of Boston to edit a 
magazine that never quite happened I figured I owed him something and, truth be 
told, he had given me valuable advice. 

At least no one died as a result of the Prototech thing unless you count Amy. 
I’m happy for that. I have a real nice pension so I won’t need a stupid day job 
anymore and I’m real happy for that. 

The book ought to do pretty well and the deal I have with Dave is that if it 
breaks big, I can write whatever I damn well please no matter how “juvenile” as he 
puts it. I already have it outlined. “Zorro on Mars!” 
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And other stories 
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Nowheresville 
A screenplay 


1. Ext early morning: It is raining hard in a narrow alley somewhere in the 
Big City. The shot is tight with black bars on either side giving the view a 
narrow, vertical frame. In the distance is a tiny slot of light, the street. There 
are a number of dumpsters on either side and the rain makes a constant 
rattling against the closed lids. A number of rats can be seen making their 
way along the walls. 


2. Ext early morning: Closer on one of the dumpsters. We hear activity inside 
when the lid abruptly pops open. A disheveled and bruised young bearded 
man emerges. He has a blackened eye and a swollen lower lip. He has 
obviously suffered a beating recently. He is wearing a dirty trench coat over 
a dirty, but expensive looking suit. In his right hand he is holding a .45 
automatic at ready. On his fingers are a couple of heavy, gold rings with 
showy gemstones. They are not tasteful, but they are obviously expensive. 
He looks around warily. He is clearly alert, even paranoid, a man on the run. 
His name is unimportant. 


3. Ext early morning: Return to the first narrow view. A noise from offscreen, 
a voice in the distance causes the man to drop back into the dumpster and 
close the lid as quietly as possible. 


First pursuer (male) 
Where is that asshole? 


Second pursuer (also male) 


I thought heard something from over there. 


We see two large men from behind as the jog up the alley from off screen. 
One of them stops to open the very dumpster in which we previously saw the 
man and looks inside. 
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First pursuer 
Nothing here. 


Second pursuer 
He’s not going to hide in a goddamn dumpster. He must have made it out 
to the street. 


They run off down the alley and into the street and after a second of indecision, 
dash off to the right. There is a moment of silence where we hear only the 
falling rain then the dumpster lid pops open again and the young man emerges 
even dirtier than before, looks left and right and then attempts to hop out of the 
dumpster. He catches his foot and falls face first into a puddle. 


4. Ext early morning. Close up on the young man’s face as he lifts himself up 
from the puddle. His nose is flat and bloody and his face is dripping with 
God-knows-what. 


Unimportant 
Shit! 


He gets right up and we only see his feet in the frame as he runs off toward the 
street. 


5. Ext early morning. We see the man from the side as he runs through the 
alley. We can now see that the suit and the coat he wears are a few sizes too 
large for him. He raises the hand in which he holds the gun and hikes up the 
sleeve to view a device on his wrist. 


6. Ext early morning. Close up on his wrist showing the hand with the .45 still 
gripped in it. There is a device on his wrist like a watch except much larger. 
It has an LCD screen about the size of a business card. We see that it shows 
a figure of 00:31:49. It changes to 00:31:48 and then 00:31:47 as we watch. 
It is counting down. To something. 


7. Int early morning. An apartment in the city. It is luxuriously appointed 
with deeply oiled wood paneled walls hung with oil paintings. One of them 
is recognizably a Rembrandt. There is a large shelf filled with leatherbound 
books, most of which appear to be quite old. There is a huge mahogany 
desk, very neatly kept on which sits a laptop computer, a phone and a 
sleeping Siamese cat. There is a window visible through which we can see 


the pouring rain. An expensively dressed, heavyset, middle aged man sits at 
the desk talking on the phone. He is Myron Gates. 


8. Center on Gates. 
Gates (on the phone) 


You have nothing to worry about sir; Stanton and Dawson are getting him 
now. If I have anything to say about it, he will not become a problem. 
(pause) Yes, I understand. (pause) Of course I know that. (pause) no, I won’t 
let you down, he’s as good as back in your hands. 


He hangs up the phone and stares straight ahead for a second. Suddenly he 
snarls and brings his fist down hard on the desk making the phone and the 
computer bounce a bit and waking the cat who runs off. 


Gates 
FUCK!!! 


9. Int early morning. Same room, wider shot. The two men who were chasing 
the guy with the gun burst in. They are soaking wet and stand facing the man 
at the desk dripping on and making footprints on an obviously priceless 
Persian carpet. 


First pursuer (Stanton) 
We lost him, Mister Gates. 


Second pursuer (Dawson) 
He dipped into an alley and that was the last we saw of him. 


10.Int early morning. Close up on Gates. He is clearly pissed off. 
Gates 
Damn it! Why the hell do I keep a couple of jerk-offs like you on the 
payroll if you can’t bring in one guy. He’s just some drugged up punk, not 


James-fucking-Bond! How hard can it be? 


11.Int early morning. Reverse on the two pursuers (Stanton and Dawson). 
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Stanton 
I’m sorry Mister Gates. We'll try again. 


12.Int early morning. Reverse on Gates. 


Gates 
Then get the hell out there! You have less than a half hour before you- 
know-what! The Secretary of Defense was tearing me a new one not one 
minute ago! If we blow this, we are screwed! 


13.Ext morning. A bus stop in the city. Sitting on the bench under the shelter 
reading the sport section is a fat bald man with a huge paper cup of Dunkin 
Donuts coffee. A young woman in business clothes is sitting next to him 
rapidly working at the thumb board of a Blackberry. There is an old lady 
with a shopping basket who is looking to her left with a curious expression 
on her face. The camera pans right to show the young man with the 
unimportant name standing waiting for the bus being rained on outside the 
shelter. He is a mess. In spite of the fact that his clothing is expensive, he 
looks like he has spent at least two nights sleeping in dumpsters and under 
bridges. He is doing his best to look nonchalant, but he’s filthy and has a gun 
stuck in the front of his pants. There’s nothing he can do about that. A bus 
pulls into the frame obscuring everyone at the stop from view. 


14.Int of the bus, morning. The young man is getting on behind the old lady. 
He reaches in his pocket and realizes that he has no change. 


15.Int of the bus. Close up of the man’s hand as he removes one of the gold 
rings. 


16.Int of the bus. The young man extends his hand with the ring toward the 
driver. 


17.Int of the bus. Close up on the driver. His eyes get big. He reaches for the 
ring and takes it, then reaches in his own pocket and puts change in the 
hopper. 


18.Int of the bus. Two shot of the man and the driver at the front of the bus. 
The driver waves the man on. 


Bus Driver 
Pleasure doing business with you! 


The man makes his way to a seat near the back.. He sits down and looks at the 
device on his wrist. 


19.Int of the bus. Close up of the device on his wrist. It now shows 00:22:40 
and is still counting down. 


20.Cut to Int morning: Gates’ apartment. Gates is on the phone again. The cat 
is now asleep on the windowsill while the rain still pounds down. 


Gates (on the phone) 
So, you spotted him? 
21.Cut to Ext street. Stanton is standing under the awning of a closed florist 


shop talking on a cell phone. The rain is coming down in sheets making an 
awful racket. 


Stanton 
He was getting on a bus just as we came around the corner. 


21.Cut back to Gates’ apartment: 
Gates 
So why didn’t you follow him in the car? 


22.Cut back to Stanton: 


Stanton 
Dawson did, but I stayed behind just in case he gave us the slip. This guy is 


smarter than he looks. 
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23.Cut back to Gates. 


Gates 


Either that or you guys are way stupider than even I think you are! 


24.Cut back to Stanton. 
Stanton 


Don’t worry, Mister Gates. Dawson’s gonna head him off. We’Il get him. 


He snaps the cell phone closed. 
Stanton 


You fat fuck. 


25.Cut to Int morning on the bus. The young man is sitting with his head 
back. He obviously hasn’t had decent sleep in some time. A teenage kid is 
sitting next to him looking him over. The kid’s eyes come to rest on the device 


attached to the man’s wrist. 


Kid 


Hey mister. 


The man ignores him. The kid gives him a gentle nudge. 


Kid 


Hey Mister. 


The man stirs. His eyes open. He looks tiredly annoyed. 


Unimportant 


What? What the hell you want, kid? 


Kid 


Wazzat thing on your arm, mister? 
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26.Int of the bus. Close up on the man. His expression is strange, sort of a “I 
know something you don’t know” kind of look. A mixture of dread and humor. 


His eyes are bottomless wells of fatality. 


Unimportant 


You don’t wanna know, kid. 


27. Cut back to two shot of the kid and the man. 


Kid 


I don’t? Then why’d I ask? C’mon, man, what is it? 


Unimportant 


It’s the end of the line. It’s all she wrote. It’s the fat lady’s song. It’s a one 


way ticket to Nowheresville. 


The kid looks both puzzled and impatient. His expression is one of someone 


who isn’t interested in quasi-poetic crap. 


Kid 
Hey, that’s some real pretty talk, mister, but I still don’t know what that 


thing is. 


28. Cut to a close up of the device: It now reads 00:16:26. 


29.Cut to two shot of the man an the kid. 


Unimportant 


You ever hear of “anti-matter”? 


Kid 


No. Is that thing made of it? 
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Unimportant 


It’s got some inside of it. Twelve hundred micrograms. It’s some bad stuff, 


kid. It makes everything it touches go away. 


Kid 
Huh! I know a couple of people I’d like to touch with it! My Gym teacher. 


My Dad, that asshole. That fucktard, Jimmy. 


Unimportant 


This little bit will make the city go away in about fifteen minutes. I gotta split, 


kid. I gotta get out of the city. 


The kid ponders for a couple of seconds. 
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Kid 


Maybe you should have taken a cab instead of the bus. Maybe a driver 


wouldn’t let you in ‘cause of the way you smell. 


Unimportant 


I got no bread, kid. 


30.Cut to Ext morning. A car is racing along behind the bus with Dawson at 
the wheel. He tries unsuccessfully a couple of time to cut the bus off but is 
thwarted by other cars blocking him in the morning commuter rush. He has a 


headset on and is in communication with Stanton. 


Dawson 


I can’t get ahead of ‘em! It looks like traffic might end up gridlocked 


before too long! The rain is making people drive all kinds of stupid. 
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31.Cut back to the bus. Two shot of the man and the kid. 


Kid 


So...did you invent it? 


Unimportant 


C’mon, kid, do I look like that kind of egghead? 


32.Cut to. Int night. Gates’ apartment. It is dark with the only light coming 


in through a window. A combination of moonlight and streetlights. 


Caption 


Two nights ago. 


V.O. Unimportant 


I stole it like I stole these clothes! I got ‘em out of an apartment. 


A shadow is seen on the fire escape outside the window. The man is shown 
forcing open the window and entering. He has a flashlight that he casts about 
the room. It is he, the one with the unimportant name, in jeans, sneakers and a 


gray hooded sweatshirt. 


33. Close up of the flashlight beam shining on the desk. There is an 
expensive looking pen sitting on the blotter . The man’s hand reaches into the 
frame and grabs it. The hand pulls open the desk drawer. The device is sitting 


on top of a folder marked TOP SECRET-EYES ONLY. 


34. Full figure on the man. He is looking at the device. He sees that it has sort 
of a double watch band. Without a second’s thought he clasps it onto his right 
wrist. It seems easier than sticking it in his pocket. It makes a sound like a 


handcuff locking when it goes on. It makes a beep and the screen on it lights up. 


35. Close up of the device. It reads 49:59:56 and is counting down. He 


immediately tries to unlock it without success. 
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Unimportant 


Abhbh....I’Il figure it out later... 


V.O. Unimportant 


I was doing pretty good. There were some nice suits in the closet and some 


cash in the bedroom. I just can’t get the bracelet thing off. It’s locked. 


36. Int day. A motel room. The man is tied to a chair. He is now wearing 


Gates’ suit. He has been beaten up. There are three guys standing over him. 


Stanton, Dawson and a third guy. 


V.O. Unimportant 


These guys caught me a day later and beat me up and kept asking who I 
worked for. They finally figured out that I wasn’t who they thought I was. 
I think they told me what it was just to see the look on my face, the 
assholes. Told me it was stuck on me for the duration. There was no key or 
combo. They were planning to kill me and then saw my arm off. I freaked 


out man! 
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37.Close up of the man’s hands working his bonds loose. The device on his 


wrist reads 00:18:52. 


38. A shot of the third guy from behind. He has a .45 stuck in his belt in the 
back of his pants. A hand, strange device on wrist, reaches into the frame and 
grabs the gun. In slow motion, the guy spins around and a shot fires. His chest 


is fountaining blood. 


V.O. Unimportant 


I grabbed a gun and shot one of ‘em and I ran away, but I can’t get it off! 


39. Back to the two shot of the man and the kid on the bus. 


Kid 


Shit! I would’ve cut my arm off! 


149 


150 


Unimportant 


I thought of that, but I didn’t think I would have the strength to get far 


enough away in time. I don’t think I have the nerve either. 


Kid 


So what’s your name? 


Unimportant 


My name is unimportant! We’re all gonna be shakin’ hands with Jesus in a 


few minutes! 


He looks around. 


Unimportant 


The traffic has stopped! I gotta split! 


He gets up. 


40. Cut to long shot of the bus stuck in traffic. The door opens and the man 
gets out and starts running through the rain. The visibility is poor, everyone are 


just silhouettes. 


41. Cut to view inside of Dawson’s car. He’s yelling into the head set. 


Dawson 


Holy shit! He’s on foot, I’m gonna go get ‘em. 


42. Cut to exterior shot of Dawson’s car. He abandons it in traffic and starts 
to run after the man. He pulls out a gun and fires a shot in his direction. We 


hear a few shouts and a woman screams in panic. Traffic comes to a dead halt. 
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43. Long shot of the man running ahead of Dawson. He turns and returns 
fire. People on the sidewalk are running for cover. There isn’t a cop in sight. 


One is never around when you need one. 


44. Close up of the man’s wrist as he fires two more shots. The audio is 
“close up” too, the shots are deafeningly loud. The device on his wrist shows 


00:09:12 and counting. 


45. Cut to Gates on the phone with Stanton. He is pacing around his desk and 


looks like he has been sweating profusely. 


Gates 


Stanton, you have to get down there with Dawson and catch that freak. 
They’re going to have me up on every charge their little minds can dream 


up if this thing goes any more sour! 
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46. Cut to Stanton, now walking along a crowded sidewalk in the pouring 


rain. 


Stanton 


Sir, why did you even have that thing in your house? 


47. Cut back to Gates. Close up on his face. 


Gates 


Who the hell do you think you are asking me a question like that? Who the 
fuck do you think you are? People were interested. People with money. Big 
money! Comprende? I could have owned my own country! Owned it 
outright. The whole godamned shooting match. The land, the buildings, the 
people. I could eat my meals off of them if I wanted! Then this little 


punk...this nobody...this asshole...comes along and... AAAGGGGHHHH! 
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48. Cut back to Stanton. 


Stanton 


Sir, you had better get a grip. We’re coming down to the wire here. 


49. Back to Gates. 


Gates 


Don’t you tell me to get a grip, fuckface! Just get that punk and bring me back 


my product! 


He throws the receiver at the wall which wakes up the cat who bolts from the 


room with a loud hiss. 


50. Back to Stanton who is snapping his phone closed. 
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Stanton 


That guy needs killing. 


He stops alerted by the sound of distant gunfire. The sound is barely audible 


through the pounding rain. 


51. Cut to shot of a huge traffic jam. Dawson and the man are dodging 
between cars and exchanging shots here and there. There are still no cops to be 


seen. 


52. The man is backing cautiously past the window of a car where a woman 
is holding a toddler close to her breast. Both she and the child are quaking in 
fear from the gunfight going on around them. Suddenly the child cries out, 
startling the man and his weapon discharges with a loud report causing the 


woman to scream and the child to start crying. 
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53. Cut to Dawson several cars away. The visibility is terrible, but he heard 
the sound of the shot and the woman’s scream. He starts heading in that 


direction. 


54. Cut to close up of the man’s wrist. The device reads 00:06:16. 


55.Close up of Dawson’s face. He is dripping with water, his clothes are 
clinging to him. It’s actually hard to move in the driving rain. Horns are 
honking almost constantly. Babies are crying, people are shouting and finally, a 


siren can be heard in the distance. 


Dawson 


Enough of this shit. Lets make some space. 


He reaches inside his jacket and withdraws a peculiar looking device, a bristly 
looking hand weapon of uncertain pedigree. He points it in the direction from 


which he heard the man and pulls the trigger. 
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56. Longshot with Dawson far to the left of the screen. A blast of crackling 
plasma issues from the device in his hand and the car that was shielding the 


man suddenly vaporizes. 


57. Cut to a quick shot of the woman in the car with her child as they 
evaporate into their component atoms. Now Dawson stands in clear view. He 


levels the weapon directly at the camera and pulls the trigger again. 


58. Cut to the view from Dawson’s perspective. The man’s eyes go wide and 
he instantly drops to the ground. At the same instant, a cop car comes directly 
into the path of the plasma jet and is instantly vaporized. So much for the 


authorities. Things have gotten way out of hand. 


59. Full figure on the man as he gets up and bolts. In the poor visibility of the 


rain, he quickly disappears. 


60. Back on Dawson. 
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Dawson 


Son of a... 


61. Cut to Ext morning. The docks. The shot is all gray. The agitated sea, the 
warehouses, the various boats, all gray. The only color is a few men making 
their way around in bright yellow raincoats. The man comes running into the 
shot. He turns around and points his gun and pulls the trigger. Nothing. Out of 


ammo. He sighs and tosses the gun aside. He runs out of shot. 


62.Cut to Dawson running into a different part of the dock neighborhood. 
He looks left and right and cocks his ear as if he hears something. There is a 
noise coming from inside the warehouse right next to him. He flings open a 


door and enters. 
Dawson 


Where are you, ya junkie asshole? 


63. Cut to elsewhere in the warehouse. The man is in there up on a high shelf 
hidden by several crates. The side of one of them comes off when he leans 


against it and he looks inside. 


Unimportant (softly) 


Oh-ho! 


64. Close up on the man’s wrist. The gizmo reads 00:04:34. 


65. Dawson is wandering around between the shelves. There is a sudden 
rustling sound and he looks up to see the man. He points the plasma ray and 
fires Just as the man holds up a mirror. The ray is reflected back at him and he 


is instantly vaporized. The man jumps down and runs out. 


66. From the man’s point of view we see the door of the warehouse as he is 
running out. There is a hacksaw hanging from a nail near the door. Next to it 


on the floor is a roll of duct-tape. 
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67. Close up on the hacksaw. The man’s hand reaches into the frame and pulls 


it down. Another snags the duct-tape. 


68. The man is shown running out of a warehouse door as the building 


bursts into flames. Who the hell knows why. 


69. The man is seen from behind as he leaps into a motorboat. He starts up 


the motor. 


70. From a distance we see the boat speeding over a choppy sea. 


71. Same view, greater distance. The boat looks very small. 


72. Same view, even greater distance. The boat is just a dot. 


73. Same view, still greater distance. We can’t see the boat at all just its wake 
in the water. Suddenly a sphere of light expands to a huge size, at least a 


kilometer in diameter. The light winks out and for an instant we see a spherical 


void. Everything in that space has simply ceased to exist. The water of the 
ocean looks like a great bowl, the clouds above have been neatly cloven so as to 
perfectly describe the spherical shape. It persists for but a second, then 
everything starts to rush into the vacuum. The water slides inward and rises into 
a great fountain and the air rushes in with a sound like the mother of all 
thunderclaps! A shockwave is blown out dispersing the rainclouds and letting 


the sun shine down upon the wounded sea. 


74. Cut to Stanton. He has just gotten past the traffic jam when he sees a fast 
moving cloud coming up the street. Ahead of it is a mass of tumbling debris 
including dumpsters, cars and parts of buildings. The cloud rushes in and the 


shot goes black. 


75. A shot from above of the city as the shockwave makes its way in from 
the waterfront slowing down after a few blocks. Buildings on the waterfront 
are pummeled, we see siding and shingles torn from them, but the shockwave 


stops before it gets into downtown. 
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76. Downtown. The rain has stopped, but there are wild unpredictable winds 


blowing. Stanton and many others have been buried by debris. 


77. Close on a pile of debris. A crumpled garbage can, newspapers, some 
pieces of random lumber and siding blown off of nearby buildings. A few 
pieces suddenly shift aside and Stanton stands up. He is dirty and scratched up, 


but otherwise in one piece. He looks around. 


78. Distant shot toward the harbor from Stanton’s point of view. There is a 
ring of clear sky over the harbor. In the center, rising from the water is a pillar- 
shaped white cloud. Most of the buildings in the direction of the waterfront 
have surface damage, but most are still standing. A good number of cars have 


been overturned and almost every car in the city has its alarm going off. 


79. Close up on Stanton. 


Stanton 


Shee-it! 


He exhales and coughs a few times and shakes mud off of himself. 


Stanton 


I’m coming, Mister Gates. 


80. Full figure on Stanton. Other people are either getting to their feet or 
attempting to dig others out. Stanton turns around and starts walking back up in 


the direction he came from. As he walks off, the rain begins to fall again. 


81. Cut to Gates looking out of his apartment window. His face is ashen. He 


turns around and whips open his desk drawer. 


82. Close up of the contents of the drawer. There is a passport and several 


bundles of cash, both American and Euros. He grabs the lot. 


83. On the street we see Gates hailing a cab. There is general chaos. People 
are running too and fro. A cab pulls up and Gates gets in. 
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84. Int taxicab. View of the back seat from the front. Gates hurriedly gets in. 


He is already soaked with rain. 


Gates 


Get me to the airport. I don’t care what shortcuts you take! 


The camera pulls back to reveal that the cabdriver is Stanton. He turns around 


and points a gun at Gates. 


85. Shot from the side showing Stanton leaning over the seat pointing the 
gun at Gates. Suddenly Gates reaches into his jacket and withdraws one of the 


plasma weapons like Dawson had. He points and both he and Stanton fire at once. 


86. Shot of the cab from outside. Gates has miscalculated horribly in using the 


energy weapon in a confined space. The entire cab suddenly glows and vaporizes 
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leaving only a black stain on the pavement which is being rapidly washed away by 


the rain. 


87. Cut to: The waterfront the burning warehouse has been snuffed out by 
the explosion. There is a litter of broken parts of small boats and pieces of the 
docks everywhere. There is a trail of blood leading from the dock to a pile rubble, 
rope and broken crates. About halfway along the trail, a bloody hacksaw lies in a 
pool of blood. From under the rubble pile, the man crawls out. His right hand is 
gone and the stump is wrapped tightly with duct tape. Even so, blood oozes out 


from various places. 


89. Close up on his face. He is looking out to sea. His face shows pain, but also 


wonder. 


Unimportant 


Shit, that was intense! 
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Fade to black. 


90. Fade back in. Int. Night. It’s a noisy bar that has a lot of college types. It’s 
probably Friday night. There is a wide-eyed college chick sitting at a table she is 
listening with rapt interest to a young man whose back is to the camera. Although 
we cannot yet see his face, he is the young man called “unimportant”. He is 


wearing trendy clothes. His right hand has been replaced by a hook-like prosthesis. 


91. Cut to two shot of Unimportant and college chick. A caption flashes on the 


screen for a few seconds. 


Caption 
Eight months later. 


The noise fades to the background and we can hear what they are saying. 


Unimportant 


...anyway, that’s how I lost the hand. 


92. Close on the college chick. 
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College chick 


You’re so totally full of shit! 


Fade to black. Roll credits. 
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Pages from an unfinished biography. 


I was told that this passage from my unpublished book “Life’s Improper 
Number; The Unsavory Story of Brother Nathus”, deserves something of an 
explanation. Like many writers, I have started several ill fated projects. In 1999, I 
set out to write a biography of the famous and famously strange televangelist the 
Reverend Brother Nathus Myron Henry. I never got past the first chapter (a mere 
introduction, really) because his church, The Crucible of Faith, which seats 
twenty-five-thousand and provides fully half the jobs in Masonville Crossing, 
Georgia threatened to sue me and my publisher for more money than I have ever 
heard of. Since that time, various scandals, lawsuits and criminal proceedings 
directed at him and his church have made him much less of a threat as frivolous 
litigation must be prohibitively expensive for Brother Nathus given his much 
diminished means these days and his status as a long term guest of the state of 
Georgia. I’m no longer really worried about the consequences of what I have 
written seeing print, but the story of his years of transition from rock ‘n’ roll idol 
to “The Voice of God in America” and finally to the “very symbol of degenerate 
perversion and perhaps the incarnation on Earth of Satan himself” as his one time 
golf buddy Vice President Cheney phrased it, has now been told many times. The 
history of those years Brother Nathus spent as a seminal rocker, however, is all 
but forgotten and that story sheds much light on the events of later years. 


Chapter 
1 


The Legend of Hoppin’ Henry 


Nathus Myron Henry was born at one-thirty a.m. on July fifth 1935 at a filling 
station on a stretch of road that ran through what was at that time an 
unincorporated section of Lamont county Tennessee. This one pump garage was 
also the home of its proprietor, Myron Henry. The impending arrival of Nathus 
was at first misinterpreted as a reaction to some holiday barbeque potato salad that 
had sat too long in the summer heat, but the real cause of Lori-Ann Henry’s 
stomach pains soon became apparent. His father named the baby for himself and 
for his own father who had died earlier that same year. The unusual moniker of 
Myron's father was supposedly derived from that of the only leper identified by 
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name in the New Testament. Curiously, there is no such person so named in the 
New Testament or any other part of the Bible, Apocrypha or related texts and the 
name appears to have been simply made up, nonetheless, the grandfather believed 
it for his entire life and young Nathus likewise until he was well into adulthood 
when he told the story to a radio interviewer who happened to know the scripture 
chapter and verse. 

Nathus spent his early years playing in the enormous trash heap behind the 
station. At the age of six, he found an old and warped ukulele that was home to a 
family of mice. He evicted the rodents and the distressed uke became his first 
instrument. Father Myron was worried that he was going to be drafted and sent to 
fight the Japanese but when called up for his physical, it was discovered that he 
lacked the required intellectual acumen to be a soldier, a terminology that he liked 
so much that it became his preferred excuse under most circumstances and one 
which was generally accepted*. Thus Nathus was not deprived of his father’s 
presence in his life as he learned the art of music and his father played innumerable 
blues and hillbilly records for him. Nathus also acquired a large collection of 
various movie magazines. By the time he was ten, Nathus had taken to driving an 
old tractor that was capable of no more than ten miles per hour to get into the 
nearby town of Erving’s Corner where there was an actual movie theater that also 
hosted live shows both theatrical and musical. Here Nathus saw many nickel 
matinees featuring characters like Flash Gordon, Tarzan and Superman and also 
performances by blues and country singers. He became particularly fond of 
attending the live shows on “colored days” and became familiar with the work of 
many contemporary black performers. Young Nathus abandoned his original life’s 
ambition of growing up to be Captain Marvel. Now his only desire was to grow up 
to be a Negro. 

Nathus got a job selling popcorn in the theater when he was eleven and soon after 
bought his first guitar for eight dollars mail order from Sears. The next four years 
were devoted to learning his new instrument. He studied at the feet of any of the 
hundreds musicians who drifted through Erving's Corner and by his sixteenth year, 


*In an interview for PLAYBOY magazine in 1972, Henry related this story about his father. 

"Daddy was actually a great wit. Once he was trying to fix the brakes on a car that belonged to a man who was 
passing through the county and was having some trouble getting the adjustment quite right. Well the man came 
calling to ask what was taking him so long and Daddy said 'Th'army says I lacks the innelectual acumen' and he 
figured that the fancy language would put the feller off. So anyway, the man says 'Are you trying to tell me 
you're too stupid to fix my car, mister?' And Daddy said, heck this still makes me laugh down to this very day, 
Daddy said 'No, you're stupid!' and threw a crescent wrench at his forehead. Daddy was a pretty good shot and 
that feller went down like a sack of Navy Beans! I said 'I guess you told him, Daddy!' and Daddy said 'Well, I 
guess I did!’ We all got a pretty good laugh out of that one." 
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he was the finest guitarist in the county. His real heroes were Bob Wills and the 
emerging performers of the new form of blues called “rock ‘n’ roll”. He joined a 
local band called “The Highway Kings” and got himself an electric guitar at the 
price of almost four weeks wages but he knew it was worth it. Rock ‘n’ roll was 
calling him. For over a year, the band played dances, picnics and other events 
throughout Lamont county and he found himself making more money than he had 
selling popcorn and was able to buy himself a used car. They even aroused the 
interest of a local DJ who was interested in branching out into music promotion. 
He arranged for the band to record a single. 

It was at this point that Nathus Henry had the first of several career setbacks. He 
had started a relationship with Lynette May, the thirteen year old sister of Johnny 
May, the band’s singer and front man. Johnny found out that the seventeen year 
old Nathus had “sullied” his sister and flew into a rage and showed up at the gas 
station with a shotgun. Nathus felt that the most prudent course of action was to 
vacate Lamont County and head for Nashville. There he started appearing in clubs 
as “Hoppin’ Henry, The Master of the Rock and Roll”. 

It was in Nashville that Hoppin’Henry finally put out his first record with the 
help of a local club owner. The song was a local hit and it was an original Hoppin’ 
Henry composition. 


Run Around 
(1953) 


Hey little girl, you’re so innocent, 
Hey little girl, you’re so sweet 
Hey little girl, don’t go home to your mama, 
Jump in my car and run around with me. 


We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
Hey little girl, ya gotta run around with me! 


Hey little girl, you’re so pretty, 
Hey little girl, you’re such a treat 
Hey little girl, your daddy won’t miss you 
Open up the door and take a seat! 
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We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
We gotta run, we gotta run, we gotta run around 
Hey little girl, ya gotta run around with me! 


Compared with other songs that were getting play on w radio stations with white 
audiences, Run Around seemed bold and sexy. At this time there were a number of 
white artists who were making music inspired by black artists, but there was still 
some resistance to the trend to say the least. Some older people were more than 
willing to identify Hoppin’ Henry as yet another source of the growing immorality 
of society. The younger people thought differently. Shortly after the release of Run 
Around , Henry played a high school dance that was soon disrupted when a 
hundred girls started screaming and rushed the stage. No one had seen anything 
like it since Sinatra first came on the scene. After a few more incidents like that, 
Hoppin’ Henry decided that he needed first class representation and got an 
interview with Mark Schneiderman, who was well on his way to becoming the 
hottest talent agent in the South. Schneiderman went to work on distributing Run 
Around nationally and quickly got a deal to produce two more records. The first of 
these. It’s O.K., became a number one national hit and Hoppin’ Henry, the legend 
was truly born! 


It's O.K. 
(1955) 


Oh, oh oh baby please don't make me blue 
You know I'm in love with you. 
Yes I know you're still in school, 
but that's no cause for you to be cruel. 
I don't care what your mama say, 
it's O.K. to love me! 


Li'l girl you know that I want you bad 
And I ain't afraid of your dad, 
even though he's got a gun, 

That won't put me on the run. 
And I don't care what the Police say, 
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It's O.K. to love me! 


This couldn’t have happened at a better time as Nathus needed some money pretty 
badly. It seems that he had gotten a local school girl named Wanda Peterson in a 
bit of trouble that would result in the birth of his first daughter Jayney-Anne. He 
managed to avoid getting either married or shot by giving two thousand dollars to 
the girl’s father and pledging to support the child, a promise he kept. 

Hoppin’ Henry hit New York like a hurricane. He was featured on the touring 
Great Rock ‘n’ Roll Rally that included acts like Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and 
Carl Perkins. On this tour he introduced Baby-doll Darlin’ which would be a 
monster hit within days. 


Baby-doll Darlin’ 
(1956) 


Baby-doll darlin, you're so sweet, 
When I see you skipping down the street, 
Oh, Baby-doll darlin' come with me, 

I wanna be your daddy, can't you see? 


Baby-doll darlin’ won’t you come my way, 
Time to get that baby-doll put away. 
Don’t you know that you’re a big girl now? 
Come on up to my place and I’Il show you how. 


Baby-doll Darlin’ your time has come, 
You gotta go with me and have some fun. 
Baby-doll darlin’ you’re so fine, 

Put the baby-doll down and come be mine. 


Baby-doll darlin’ 
I said baby-doll darlin’ 
C’mon baby-doll darlin’, 
I want you to be mine! 


Hoppin’ Henry suddenly had legions of fans, mostly teen girls, who showed up at 
the concerts with baby-dolls in hand. In the audience of one show, a girl named 
Emma Saxton, 14, of Scarsdale, New York caught his eye. He met with her after 
the show and they announced their plan to marry less than a week later. 
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A judge willing to perform the ceremony couldn’t be found in the New York area, 
so Henry booked a private flight to Birmingham, Alabama where they were wed 
on June 2"", 1956. When Hoppin’ Henry rejoined the tour in Philadelphia, he was 
promptly arrested for co-habiting with Emma and violations of the Mann act. Both 
his and Emma’s protestations of true love were ignored and his extradition to New 
York was expedited. Henry was able to cut a deal with the DA that included a 
quick annulment and his agreement to avoid young girls in the State of New York 
without a proper chaperone. 

Even with this little bump along the way, Hoppin’ Henry grew from strength to 
strength as a performer and his records sold like the proverbial hotcakes. From late 
1956 and into the summer of 1957, Henry had some of his most enduring hits, The 
Christmas season hit I’/] take you to see Santa, the rocking Li’! Darling and 
Playin’ House, and the sad ballad, She said She was Eighteen. Hoppin’ Henry 
secured his status as one of the greats of early rock ‘n’ roll during this fertile 
period. 

In September of 1957, Myron Henry was killed in an automobile accident, 
apparently a drunken game of “chicken” gone wrong. He had just turned 40 three 
days before. Nathus went home for the funeral and to comfort his grieving mother 
and also had a chance to mend fences with his old band, The Highway Kings. 
Johnny May was eager to make up with Nathus now that he had made it big and 
since he showed little renewed interest in Lynette, now 18, it seemed that the 
source of their discord had passed. The Highway Kings became the new back up 
band for Hoppin’ Henry. 

Around this same time, unknown to Hoppin’ Henry, his second child, a son, was 
born to Emma Saxton. She named him Nathus Henry Saxton. Today he performs 
as a rock act under the name of Hoppin’ Henry Junior and is the only of Hoppin’ 
Henry’s twelve (all save one, illegitimate) children to go into show business. 

When he played the Ed Sullivan Show in early 1958, Hoppin’ Henry had the 
number 1,2 and 4 songs on the charts. The studio audience that night was jammed 
with screaming girls clutching baby dolls. Even “The Pelvis” himself would have 
been hard pressed to match the reaction. That month he released Pretty Little 
Thing, which was destined to be the biggest hit of his career. 


Pretty Little Thing 
(1958) 


How’d the good Lord make a pretty little thing like you? 
How’d the good Lord make a pretty little thing like you? 
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If you talk to me I never will be blue. 


When I see you walkin’ my heart skips a beat or two, 
When I hear you talkin’ it’s like music, yes it’s true 
Go with me and I’Il always be true. 


In all my life, 
through all my strife 
I never knew someone as sweet 
Those ruby lips 
How she swings those hips 
As she walks down the street (oh, yeah!) 


How’d the good Lord make a pretty little thing like you? 
When I see you there’s just nothin’ I can do 
If you come with me I always will love you. 


Pretty little thing, come and keep me warm 
Hoppin’ Henry will never do you any harm 
Just want to have you in my ever-lovin’ arms. 


Henry was approached in 1960 by Hollywood producers to star in a musical film 
similar to those that had been done by Elvis Presley. The deal almost fell through 
because he wanted to write the script himself and title it John F. Kennedy is a 
Communist Loving Bastard. Cooler heads prevailed and the movie that was 
eventually titled Rock 'n' Roll Fever had a much less topical theme. Rock 'n' Roll 
Fever was a sanitized version of Hoppin Henry’s own life story although actresses 
over twenty-one years old played all the women in his life. The movie was an 
enormous hit and Hoppin Henry proved to be as magnetic on the screen as he was 
on stage. 

Needing money, 16 year old Emma Saxton went to the National Enquirer with 
her son in tow to sell her story. The scandal was a national sensation that became 
even more sensational when Wanda Peterson made herself known. Throughout the 
nation, church and civic organizations as well as hundreds of ad-hoc decency 
leagues sponsored Hoppin' Henry record buming events. His movie was boycotted 
and picketed everywhere it was exhibited. In light of these events, Hoppin' Henry 
felt the time was ripe for a European Tour. 
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Hoppin' Henry and the Highway Kings played to record crowds in London, Paris, 
Amsterdam and Hamburg. There were screaming hordes of girls with baby-dolls 
everywhere he went. The European girls were very welcoming and Henry left a 
trail of broken hearts and fatherless children across the continent as the tour went 
on. Encouraged, he continued on to Japan and Australia and didn't return to the 
USA for two years. By the time he returned, times had changed. Schneiderman 
wouldn’t return his calls. Pop music now belonged to mop-topped boys with 
British accents. 

Henry still was able to work clubs here and there which he had to do to make a 
living. The paternity suits were still there waiting for him and he finally had to face 
the music. In the end, all he had to show for the money he had made was a custom 
1960 El Dorado, a cherry red Fender guitar and twenty-one pairs of alligator shoes. 
After the lawyers were done with him, Hoppin’ Henry faded into obscurity...until 
1968, that is. 
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My Short Career in the Big Game 


(From the never to be published memoir “When I was Drinking”) 


I don’t know if many people are aware of it, but I played a season with the 
Atlantic City Poiuyts in the seventies. I don’t remember which year. It was when | 
was drinking. 


Man, those were the days when it was a real game! Not like the candy-assed 
version they play today. You had to be both tough and flexible just to walk into the 
locker room, and utterly lack both fear and sanity to run onto the field! I was 
signed on as a reserve overblat (based on the fact the last guy’s uniform fit me and 
my poor math skills) and as a result, I was concermed that I wouldn’t get much time 
on the flutney. Of course, I needn’t have bothered myself, there is a saying in the 
sport “anything can happen to an overblat.” Oh, can it ever, I would learn! 


It was my privilege to play on the same squad with the nigh mythic full frummert, 
Draja Druvnik in the waning years of his career. How well I remembered seeing 
him run the famous “iron woomik” play when I was a young lad. Disappointingly, 
my conversation with this legendary player was limited as he spoke Esperanto as 
his first and only language. This was made an even greater annoyance because on 
any given day one of my team mates would solemnly enjoin me to “listen to Draja! 
He knows all the tricks!” Once, upon asking his advice, he replied “Via patrina 
armeo botoj estas plej moda.” A fat lot of help that was! 


My best friend on the team was Carl Yoelin, one of the wicket-men, who became 
the hero of our game against the Evanston Echidnas when he swallowed the pritz 
rather than give it up to the hated “monotremes”. He was a Menonite from a 
county in Southern Wisconsin that nobody had ever heard of. “It makes Satan 
happy that you’re a Jew. Think about it.” He used to say. Carl knew the rules to 
hundreds of card games in spite of the fact that his religion forbade him from 
playing any of them. It just seemed so perverse, but perversity was the norm in this 
game. 


That year, the house band was the Ventnor Heights Marching Gamelan and they 
were a rip-roaring first class outfit if ever there was one! After the fourth ogre of 
every home game, they came out and played “Look Out Little Ruth” while 
marching in formation in the shape of pancakes and bacon. It was a show stopper! 
You just don’t see stuff like that anymore. 


177 


Being a reserve man, I spent most of my time “guarding the dummy” if you 
know what I mean. Don’t get me wrong, it was an honor just to be there and it was 
a weekly paycheck to boot. As I have previously noted, my time on the flutney was 
abbreviated and much of it involved degradation and humiliation, but anyone can 
tell you that in this sport, degradation and humiliation is about as scarce as blondes 
in Stockholm, so I didn’t feel singled out. 


It was in the seventh ogre of my final game, that my big moment came! We were 
facing the Allentown ‘Pataphysicians (that was before the ‘Pats were absorbed into 
Allegheny League the same year the game was declared illegal in Texas) and I was 
called out to run guard whilst Druvnik carried the pritz! The crowd rose and hurled 
insults at the team and each other as the play commenced. An opposing backup 
fink called out a taunt apparently aimed specifically at Druvnik. “La mondo ne 
estas salut vi elkore, sed kun kunprimita fiston!” I don’t know what it meant, but 
according to the rules, it had to be a quote from Goldwater. 

Allentown had durmished on the last play and our team needed two woomiks for 
an appeal-proof win. What a moment! I raised my frullip in triumph as I jogged 
beside the sport’s greatest player. Our flippers were slapping in unison upon the 
field as we heard the ‘Pats outside grouch call out “Mi tio es infermo, pero la 
carreterra es verde!” The pritz sailed in a high arc over the flutney and descended 
right over our heads. 

“Go for it, Draja!” I shouted and the living legend craned his neck deftly catching 
the ibex-hide in his teeth! 

I was reaching to give Druvnik a congratulatory pat on the back when a sharp 
pain caused me instantly to curl up like a cocktail shrimp and lie on the ground 
helplessly trying to draw breath! I looked up to discover that it was Druvnik 
himself who had jabbed the pointy end of his frullip into my testicles just for a 
lark. “Vi bonsorta knabo!” He shouted gleefully after spitting out the ball, “Mi u 
diras al vi unu afero filo. Neniu senescepte pruntedojn mono viro kun humuro!!” 
At that point the Baggage Smasher handed me a penalty for “not taking it like a 
man” and was sent back to the bench. 


The next week I quit the team and decided to run for congress, but that’s another 
story. 
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